
The ARWTC is excited about this new 

opportunity and believes that such a 

relationship will prove to be lucrative for 

both parties.  The ARWTC continues its 

effort to network with World Trade 

Centers worldwide.    

On the morning of February 11, 2009, 

the Arkansas World Trade Center in 

Rogers signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with the Italian 

Pescara-Chieti World Trade Center.  In 

attendance was President and CEO of 

the Pescara-Chieti WTC, Nicola Di Mas-

cio, Massimo Gaspari, President and 

CEO of the Arkansas WTC, Dan 

Hendrix, and Rogers Mayor, Steve 

Womack, along with several witnesses 

to the agreement. 

The purpose of the MOU is to encour-

age mutual assistance and cooperation 

between the Pescara and Arkansas 

Trade Centers and enhance interna-

tional business relationships in general, 

as outlined by the World Trade Centers 

Association.  The specific interest in 

the agreement is the ability to facili-

tate trade and investment activities 

between the two regions. 

Through this new agreement and 

increased interaction, the two Trade 

Centers hope to initiate more trade 

promotion activities such as seminars, 

trade fairs, industrial exhibitions, trade 

missions, and  marketing studies.   

The ARWTC hosted guest speaker Otto 

J. Loewer and several businessmen 

and women from the local area in its 

monthly Brown Bag Lunch Series.  The 

purpose of the series is to provide an 

opportunity for people in the North-

west Arkansas area to learn about 

current events, best business prac-

tices, and economic development, 

among several other world trade top-

ics.   

During this lunch, Dr. Loewer, a Univer-

sity of Arkansas professor and found-
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From Left: Massimo Gaspari, Nicola Di Mascio, Rogers Mayor Steve Womack, ARWTC President Dan Hendrix 

Pescara-Chieti WTC Meets ARWTC 

ARWTC Holds Monthly Brown Bag Lunch 
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Pescara-Chieti WTC Meets 

ARWTC, Signs MOU. 

ARWTC Holds Monthly Brown 

Bag Lunch, Special Guest Otto 

Loewer Speaks. 

Bentonville Leadership Net-

work Partners with ARWTC. 

Boon Tan Begins Trade Mission 

to China. 

The Arkansas World Trade Center 
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POINTS OF INTEREST: 

Otto Loewer Speaks on Understanding Change 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS &  

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 

3300 Market Street, Suite 400 
Rogers, Arkansas  72758 
(479) 418-4800 
www.arwtc.org  

ÔThe Mission of the Arkansas 
World Trade Center is to connect 
Arkansas to the world by providing 
international trade services to companies 
and individuals and by educating 
students in global commerce.   

We are excited to be a part of the 
World Trade Centers Association 
comprised of over 300 World Trade 
Centers in over 90 countries, repre-
senting over 1,000,000 companies 
worldwide.Õ 

nomic Development Institute, spoke 
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Emerging Chaos: The Linkages among 

Technology, Economics, and Societal 
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rected towards rising concerns about 

fluctuating energy costs and the un-

certainty of the financial markets.  

As always, the monthly Brown Bag 

event is free and open to the public.  

The next lunch is February 25th, and 

will feature guest speaker Mr. Wendell 

Cox.  For more information, please 

visit our website, www.arwtc.org . 



Trade Mission to China 

Bentonville Leadership Network 
The Arkansas World Trade Center and the 

Bentonville Leadership Network have recently 

reached a reciprocal membership agreement.  

The Bentonville Leadership Network, created 

by Coleman Peterson, Mel Redman, and Steve 

McPheeters, has been developed with the 

concept of networking leaders from around 

the world to share leadership principles and 

differences in style of leadership.  

The establishment of the network in North-
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the largest hubs of international commerce in 

the world, and home to a diverse population 

of businesses, small and large.  This is an 

executive leadership network for businesses 
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Members of the network will benefit from 

seminars organized and presented by Peter-

son, Redman, and McPheeters.  Seminars will 

focus on the networking of leaders world-

wide, and will be geared toward leadership 

development and fostering future leader-

ship.  Access to an exclusive interactive 

website where ideas, contacts, views and 

concepts are shared is another valuable 

benefit of membership to the Bentonville 

Leadership Network.  

The BLN is excited to be partners with the 

ARWTC and to have the opportunity to 

interact in global commerce.  As Mel Redman 
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been the most exciting thing we have done 

since the creation of the network, because of 
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A few seats remain for the Leadership Semi-

nar March 10-12 at the Bentonville Double-

tree.  Please contact Steve McPheeters 573-

268-7049.  For more information on the 

Bentonville Leadership Network, please visit 

their website:  

www.bentonvilleleaders.com. 

 

Barnhouse of the AEDC, Mr. Rush 

Deacon of SafeFoods, Mr. Kieth 

Folck of ECRM, Mr. Matt Waller 

of the Walton College of Busi-

ness at the University of Arkan-

sas and Flora Chen of Wal-Mart 

Corporate Affairs. 

In signing a Memorandum of 

Understanding, the WTCs of 

Changzhou and Shenzhen and  

the ARWTC will mutually commit 

to provide trade intelligence and 

market research, perform busi-

ness-matchmaking and organize 

investment promotion activities, 

among other objectives. 

The Arkansas World Trade Center 

is excited about this new part-

nership with Asia and has been 

extremely impressed with the 

work of Mr. Tan and his efforts 

to stimulate international trade 

with Asia, beginning with China.   

On February 16th, Boon Tan left 

Arkansas for a month-long trip to 

Asia, which includes visits to 

Bangkok, Thailand, Kuala Lum-

pur, Malaysia, Hong Kong and 

China .  The purpose of this trip is 

to engage different companies in 

Asia and Arkansas to build busi-

ness development opportunities, 

as well as partner with the World 

Trade Centers of Changzhou and 

Shenzhen.  This will provide a 

wide range of companies, within 

Arkansas and North America, 

assistance in building relation-

ships and producing business 

transactions in China and 

throughout Asia.   

Through our visiting delegation, 

long-term cooperation and rela-

tionships will be built between 

Arkansas and China.  This mission 

will not only promote mutual 

investment, but also trade, ex-

change of culture and education.   

Accompanying Boon Tan will be 

ARWTC President and CEO Mr. 

Dan Hendrix, Mr. Bryan 

Asia Trade Director Boon Tan  
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Arkansas World Trade Center, Rogers, Arkansas 

Boon Tan, Asia Trade Director at the Arkansas World Trade Center 

From Left:  Steve McPheeters, Coleman Peterson and Mel Redman 


